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7. Summary

Varietal differences in effects of skiffing time in autumn or spring on the growth of the first crop of tea were examined in

connection with the dominance of top lateral buds in 6 main cultivars.
Considerable varietal differences were observed in the dominance of top lateral buds, which could be classified from ‘Meiryoku’

with extremely strong dominance to ‘Kanayamidori’ and ‘Okumidori’ with weaker dominance.

The effects of skiffing time on the sprouting and plucking times of the first crop were considerable in Meiryoku’ and ‘Fusyun’,

but less pronounced in ‘Kanayamidori’ and ‘Okumidori’.

Similarly, the effects of skiffing time on the yield components of the first crop were also substantial in Meiryoku’ and

‘Fusyur’, but not as marked in ‘Kanaya-midori’ and ‘Okumidory’.

‘Meiryoku’, the medium-early cultivar, was considerably affected by skiffing time, while ‘Kanayamidori’ and ‘Okumidort’, the
late cultivars, were less affected. These results indicated that the magnitude of the effects of skiffing time was related to the

earliness of cultivars.

On the other hand, for the medium-late cultivar ‘Fusyun’, which showed strong dominance in its top lateral bud, the skiffing

time had a large effect on its first crop.

In this study, as previously reported, it has been found that the effects of skiffing time on the first crop are related to the

earliness of cultivars. However, the results from this study revealed that there is a stronger relationship between the
dominance of top lateral buds and the effects of skiffing time on the first crop.



