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Course: English for Dental Hygienists.

Class: 1 4 - %4 Hours: 30 total, grouped into 15 class sessions
Instructor: Michael Pavoni FEFS IR

The purpose of this class is to prepare students to communicate in English, as working dental hygienists,
with English-speaking patients. The course will focus on (1) relevant conversations between dental
hygienists and patients in a number of different real-life dental situations as found in the textbook, and
(2) exercises & activities to help them get comfortable communicating with English speakers. All
activities will be to improve speaking, listening, question-asking and pronunciation skills to help students
use and incorporate the technical conversations and vocabulary from the textbook.

Class Main topic and functions Notes

1 Course |ntroduct|c?n and OVEI’VIEV\{. Expla.nétlon and exyplna}tlon of the Q&A picture flash
textbook. Interactive game: asking for, giving and receiving items.
cards

2.5 Phone Conversation #1 (Unit 1): Making an Appointment.
Phone Conversation #2 (Unit 2): Requests for Medicine.
Phone Conversation #3 (Unit 3): Emergency Appointments. worksheet; Q&A
"This is Me":  Self-introduction worksheet and speaking activity.
"Repetitions": Quick actors' connection-building exercise.

(NOTE: Following general structure to be used, in various ways, for all
conversations from textbook.) Use of Japanese translation in back of text for
general comprehension. Listening to the CD audio version of conversation;
choral repetition; native pronunciation, intonation and syllable stress. "Idea
Group" sentence breakdown system for comprehension and proper spoken
delivery. Various pair work exercises, eye-contact communication sentence
couplets, round-robin activities, mini-performances and performances of
conversation in front of the class. Relevant vocabulary and
conversation-based listening exercises.

Self-introduction

6 Vocabulary-building and review exercise: student-created original crossword Vocabulary
puzzle using target vocabulary from the textbook.
Conversation #4 (Unit 4): Japanese National Health Insurance. cross-word #1.
7 Conversation #4 performance in small groups and in front of class. STARE picture
Conversation #5 (Unit 5): Asking Patient to Describe Symptoms. (Part | and Il)
"STARE" Q & A memory game and question-building activity. question cards.

8-9 Conversation # 6 (Unit 6): Asking the Medical History of Patient.
"Idea Groups" workshop: Analyzing long, complex sentences; breaking them
into small, idea-based sections.

10 Conversation # 7 (Unit 9): Why Do | Need a Cleaning? Vocab builder #2:
Word Scramble

11-12 Conversation # 8 (Provided by Instructor): Greeting the Patient, Bringing
Patient to the Dental Chair, Performing the Cleaning, Finishing.

Mini workshop: The Dental Chair.  Simple English phrases to alert patient
before moving the chair, etc.

13 Final Practical Performance: Students perform Conversation #8 in groups of 3
in Room A, using actual dentist chairs and equipment. Students need to
create their own small clinic space, entrance from street, waiting area in the
small space surrounding each chair. Students are encouraged to make the
experience as life-like as possible. Small details, gestures actions and native
English phrases are to be incorporated into successful performances.

14 Conversation #9 (Unit 10) Informed Consent.
Workshop: Giving basic Brushing Instructions and Flossing Instructions in
English.

15 Total Physical Response activity & game. Students perform basic tasks using TPR actions. Flash
high-frequency verbs (pick up, put down, take, give, put in, take out, open, cards or drawings on
close, put___on/in ) balackboard

Test Review worksheet and discussion.

Textbook: HEFEE  (Shikaeiseigaku-series)
Ishiyaku Publishers, Inc. 2022

Supplemental materials to be provided by instructor throughout the course to include: self-introduction
worksheets, interactive cards, Q&A cards, crossword templates, vocabulary-building prints and worksheets,
supplemental conversations pertaining to the dental clinic.

To the students: This class is fun, refreshing and active. We work together in small groups with friends and
classmates, performing conversations, playing games, asking questions, doing exercises, acting out gestures and
even drawing! You will feel much more comfortable speaking English--both in your dental hygienist job and in
everyday conversation--and | think have a lot of fun. Relax, do your best and enjoy!
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