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Established in 1998, Biwako Hall is a lakefront
theatre for the performing arts that hosts a
wide array of magnificent performances
including opera, ballet, classical music, and
theatre plays. The state-of-the-art facilities
feature exceptional acoustics and stage
equipment, particularly for opera, and have
received both domestic and international
acclaim.
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Chapter IV / Showcasing Shiga’s Arts and Culture

What is
ART BRUT?

Essentially meaning “raw art” in French, the term Art Brut is used to
describe an artform that relies on expression driven solely by
internal impulse, without regard for expectations or convention.
Shiga has continually been at the forefront of support for Art Brut
artists and activities, with many local works being created in places
such as social welfare facilities.

Shiga Museum of Art Reopening

Extensive Collections Including Art Brut Works

Shinichi Sawada, Untitled,
Undated, Shiga Museum of Art.
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Formerly the Museum of Modern Art, Shiga, this
museum, located in a lush park environment, will
reopen on June 27th, 2021, after 4 years of extensive
renovations. The diverse collections span an array of
genres from modern, contemporary, and Art Brut to
traditional Japanese painting, kimono, ceramics, and
craft. The collection of American postwar modern art,
featuring works of such artists as Mark Rothko, is a
particular highlight, rivaling the quality of top national
collections.
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Shinichi Sawada, Untitled,
2011-12, Shiga Museum of Art.
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Chapter IV / Showcasing Shiga’s Arts and Culture

Distinctively Unique Art Museums of Shiga Scenes of Culture in Shiga
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The Sacred Place
of Karuta

The Hyakunin-Isshu is an anthology of one hundred famous
Japanese waka (a classical form of poetry), and it's also the
name of a game that compiles these poems into a deck of
cards. Since the Hyakunin-Isshu includes references to many
locations in Shiga, Otsu City’s Omi Jingu Shrine became
e — known as the “sacred place of karuta.” Each January, the
'f :‘j"_: I national competitive karuta championships to determine the
5 ETE Meijin and Queen are held at the shrine’s Omi Kangakukan
: hall. The shrine has recently attracted global attention for
appearing as one of the main settings in Chihayafuru, an
internationally-acclaimed anime about the world of
competitive karuta. Subsequently, international tournaments
also took place at Omi Jingu Shrine in November of 2018
and 2019, during which exciting matches were held between
participants from all over the world.
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Many of Shiga’s art museums also feature remarkable and unique architecture. For example, the MIHO MUSEUM (Koka City) has a
“Shangri-La” inspired design, and the Sagawa Art Museum (Moriyama City) is often referred to as a “floating museum.”A biannual
international festival of contemporary art, the Biwako Biennale, also brings domestic and international visitors to Shiga for an
exhibition where contemporary works are juxtaposed with the traditional Edo period machiya buildings in which they are displayed.
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In southern Shiga’s Koka City, the pottery town of Shigaraki is
known as one of Japan’'s six ancient kilns, producing
Shigaraki ware, a distinctive earthenware recognizable by its
simple textures and earthy tones. In addition to the town’s
many Shigaraki ware shops and galleries, there are also
several pottery workshops available around the town, both
with and without using a pottery wheel.
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voL. 1 voL. 2
CASTLE TEMPLE
Telling the History of A Historical Temple with
the Feudal Lords Miraculous Effects
BREXORMEIED ERHOIDLERDHDIF
- The Buddhist
Images of Shiga
- Red Armor AR EERIER
EBLESHFEOKH) - The Syncretism of
- Ninja Shinto and Buddhism
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voL. 3 voL. 4
NAGAHAMA CULINARY CULTURE
HIKIYAMA FESTIVAL Preserving a Past of
Probiotics

A Festival with
450 Years of History
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- A Genesis of Sushi Born from Lake Biwa

- Nihonshu
BALERPEOEE

- Sakamai Rice for Sake
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- Sustainable Living Blessed by Pure Water
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- Life and Prayer with Water
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SHIGARAKI KAIDO

Agriculture and Art from
Ancient Soil

BREBBORTEE

- The Origin of Tea in Japan

Ancient Trails
Transporting Cultures
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- Kinomoto-Juku
Brewery Town That Thrived On The Kaido
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- Earthenware Excellence
ERBE~ KD BREORET~
- A Diversity of Shiga Ceramics
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- Shiga Culture Spread by Travelers
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- Architectural Sights on the Kaido
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FOLLOW US TO GET MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SHIGA
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https://www.facebook.com/go.biwako/

SHIGA Tourism Official Website

(@) Jnstagram B A BIWAKO

https://www.instagram.com/japan_go.biwako/

https://en.biwako-visitors.jp/
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“Scenes from Shiga”
Postcards
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Komasaka Magaibutsu
(Buddhist stone relief carvings), Ritto.
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Postcard

“Scenes from Shiga” Postcards

Autumn colors at Zensui-ji Wisteria at Sandai Shrine,
Temple, Konan. Kusatsu.
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