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About Shiga mmriouc

Shiga Prefecture is located just northeast of Kyoto,
at the center of Japan’s main island. We're home to
Japan’s largest lake, Biwako, or Lake Biwa, and to
communities of unique culture and traditions that
developed over time in harmony with the nature
that sustains our local cuisine, industry, and
lifestyle. Scenic lake views and abundant nature
have been a continual source of inspiration for
artists. Since long ago when Shiga was known as
Omi Province, the area has been a junction between
East and West Japan, now seen by its historic sites
such as temples and castle ruins, as well as many
enchanting traditional towns.
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Easy Access from Kyoto!
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Biwaichi is a cycling route of approximately 200 km around
Lake Biwa. In 2019, the route was designated as one of Japan’s
National Cycling Routes. According to the pace or level of
cyclist, lanes are separated to allow a comfortable cycling
journey while enjoying the scenery of the lake. There are also
numerous points of interest along the route where you can dig
deeper into local culture and history. Finishing the entire route
in a single day is a good challenge, but spending 2 to 3 days ata

slower pace is recommended for a more relaxing immersion
into nature, or exploring more of the local food and culture.
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- Cycling around Lake Biwa -
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BIWAICHI
CYCLING NAVI

BIWAICHI

Cycling around Lake Biwa Japan

https://www.biwakoljp

BIWAKO VISITORS
BUREAU

https://en.biwako-visitors.jp/
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Chapter 1

Lake Biwa,
the Origin of
Shiga Life
and Culture

At the heart of Japan, in Shiga Prefecture, lies Lake Biwa, the
nation’s largest lake.

It’s been referred to as the “Mother Lake” since ancient times,
as it nurtured both nature and culture. As this diverse culture
grew and flourished in Shiga’s rich natural environment, a
deep connection with water became apparent in the unique
development of everything from food traditions to religion,
arts, and culture. For instance, the Lake appears as a recurring
theme in all local art forms, as can be seen in local museums
and performance spaces such as the lakefront art theater,
Biwako Hall.
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Okishima, among the rare freshwater islands of the world that are still inhabited by a community of residents.
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AnnualBuddhist ritual, Isaki-no-Saotobi, in Omihachiman is a unique ceremony with a history believed to date back nearly;1,000 years. The Shinto ritual, Yatsugasaki-shinji, of Hyozu-taisha Shrine in Yasu takes place annually in December.
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