Celebrating Thirty Years of

World Lake Conferences Since 1984,
and Introducing Shiga’s Initiatives
for the Conservation of Lake Biwa
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Good morning, everyone. | am Taizo Mikazuki, governor of Shiga Prefecture.
| traveled here all the way from Shiga, Japan. It is a pleasure and an honor to
meet everyone and to make a speech at the opening ceremony of this
historic World Lake Conference. This marks the fifteenth conference since it
was first held in Shiga in 1984, inviting researchers, government officials, and
citizens from all over the world together.

This international conference, born by the shore of Lake Biwa, has been held
in various locations around the world for thirty years, and has contributed to
resolving numerous issues faced by the world’s lakes. As the governor of
Shiga Prefecture, which advocated for the first World Lake Conference, | feel
tremendous pride and joy in the continuing efforts of everyone who has
been involved in this undertaking.



Humans and Lake Biwa:

A Long History of Coexistence
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Within our prefecture, Shiga, lies Lake Biwa—one of the oldest lakes in the
world, with four million years of history. Ruins of habitation sites, vases, and
other signs of human settlements have been discovered at the bottom of the
lake. As recently as sixty years ago, people constructed piers by the lake
shore, using them for drawing drinking water, and for cooking and washing.
With the lake so deeply connected to people’s everyday lives, the culture,
religion, and history of Shiga all developed together with Lake Biwa.



The 15t World Lake Conference in Shiga (1984)
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This slide is from the first World Lake Conference, held in the city
of Otsu, Shiga in 1984.

It was the first international conference which focused entirely
on lake environmental issues, and the concept of holding
discussions not only among researchers, but also including
government officials and citizens was groundbreaking and
unique at that time.

In his opening ceremony speech, the Executive Director of UNEP,




Mr. M.K. Tolba compared lakes and people to a parent and child, saying
that “Lakes are in adolescence, and feeling pains between exploitation
and economic development”. With the hope of realizing the trans-
generational succession of the conference, and to help the world
develop a rational management plan for lakes and their catchment
basins, he proposed the establishment of the “International Shiga
Committee”.

When we consider the issues facing our lakes, Mr. Tolba’s words
resonate strongly with us even today. | believe these words and the
conference’s concept are both more important now than ever. | hold
the highest admiration for the then-governor of Shiga Mr. Takemura, for
Mr. Tolba, and for the considerable foresight of all involved, and have
reaffirmed how important it is for mankind to solve the issues of our
lakes, which occupy over ninety percent of surface freshwater on Earth,
and are so deeply connected to our lives.



Phosphorus-containing synthetic detergents
were exchanged for powdered soap
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In Shiga Prefecture, we have a history of a grass roots movement that
influenced the government, leading to the enactment of an ordinance. Called
“The Soap Movement”, it was led by housewives who found out that the
freshwater red tide outbreak that occurred for the first time in 1977 was
caused by phosphorus-containing synthetic detergents. The housewives
campaigned throughout Shiga, appealing not to use synthetic detergents, but
to use powdered soap instead. This movement grew larger and larger, with
the Shiga government eventually joining the movement as well. See the
photo at the top. The man in the middle of the car is then-governor Takemura.
Two years later, in 1979, the Lake Biwa Eutrophication Prevention Ordinance
was enacted—the first such ordinance in Japan—and the occurrence of the
red tide dropped dramatically from 17 to 4 times the following year.

| believe that this historic “Soap Movement” is a symbol of what can be
accomplished with the concept of the World Lake Conference, with
researchers, government officials, and citizens teaming up to solve the issues
facing our lakes.
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Nowadays, the water quality of Lake Biwa has improved and stabilized.
However, new problems can be observed.

These problems include: rampancy of foreign fish species such as
largemouth bass and bluegill sunfish, cormorants eating fish and damaging
the forests, excess waterweeds causing unpleasant smells and obstructing
waterways, decreasing fishery catches, and more.

To address these new challenges, the Shiga government is working together
not merely between government and researchers, but also sharing these
problems with citizens, and working together with NPOs and related
organizations,



Mother Lake 21 Plan

il';—year plan
1st stage 2000~

Two Pillars

*.Conservation and.revi
the Lake Biwa Emt\ ’

* Restoration of the
between our lives and

ZZT. RTIX2000F I EEHREREBHHE THLIIY —LAV215TEER
EL.SOERDEZBNDHINETEEFIHEICES. EEHOEAZFOROHRIC
KENZDHENWTNISELTWET , £f=. 201 1FIZXE28AFHEELTY /A1 RL,

BENREBEZE—EDOOILENYELTELZ,. KBERL. KFEEHE. BAMNRE -SE8HE
2 —ANICRVATCTEEZENRBARRORE-BEIORIC. TESLEHDORADL
g_wﬁim#iémz AEEEHORDYEBRLE TS LEBHELTRYMBATHE

And so, the Shiga government developed the Lake Biwa
Comprehensive Conservation Plan, also known as the Mother
Lake 21 Plan, in the year 2000. The plan envisions the ideal
condition of Lake Biwa fifty years in the future, endeavoring to
pass on its natural blessings to our children and grandchildren’s
generations. In 2011, we revised the plan as its second stage,
and established two pillars: the first being the “conservation and
revitalization of Lake Biwa basin’s ecosystem” which aims for
integrated ways of water quality conservation, water source
cultivation, and the preservation of natural environment and
scenery, and the second being the “restoration of the
connection between our lives and the lake.” We aim to restore
the relationship between human beings and Lake Biwa.
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As part of this plan, we created a system by which to bring citizens,
businesses, and NPOs together , which we call the Mother Lake Forum. As
seen in this picture, many people gather to discuss current issues facing
Lake Biwa and what should be done to preserve the lake in a gathering
called the “Biwa—Comi” meeting.

The name “Biwa—Comi” was chosen to represent Lake Biwa together with
the ideas of “community,” “communication,” and “commitment”.

One of the unique characteristics of this meeting is the emphasis on what
we as individuals can do for Lake Biwa through our “commitment.”
Meetings such as this emphasize the importance of bringing people
together in order to conserve the lake.



River Basin Flood Management Ordinance

(2014)

Measures to prevent or mitigate damage from flooding

Forest conservation

River 1mpr0vement 7

=S84, — - " 1?
Four measures i e A ‘ ‘g > \ m
1. Drain water &
2. Store water Broadcastmg system ;
3. Minimize damage p st L2 : Disaster education for citizens

4. Prepare for disaster | \py|tiple defense measures from flooding

IHIZ, COERMBEETLIHEN m/nulut—ﬁmfi(lLBM)Jb‘j{%ET TELEHOTULNAESIC, B
REBEE, IRE. AKX FIKOBRZ. IEMICIRADDELHYET,
BEERTIE.AKOBRISOIMBELT, SEISHICTREAKERIZHRIELELZ, CHIE, I
BUEOF LEWST=NDF DR K | (FEHT) ITMA T, NNONDKITHD (F=H5). (EEHDB).
(F1ER D)% BEICED TOCRKIER T,

COEII. BERIES . IT—LAU215TECREAKEFIZKY . BENETOREBEEESICTA
LEANELETHIHEIOERICAITTRYHATLNSEZATT,

As one of the main themes of this year’s World Lake Conference is ILBM,
environment, flood control, and water use must be taken into consideration
to realize truly integrated lake basin management .

In Shiga prefecture, we enacted the “River Basin Flood Management
Ordinance” in March of this year for flood management. This ordinance
contains measures not only to work within rivers to drain water through river
improvement and dams, but also measures to work outside rivers to store
water, minimize damage, and prepare for disaster as part of a
comprehensive flood management system.

In this way, through the Mother Lake 21 Plan and River Basin Flood
Management Ordinance, Shiga prefecture is working to realize a society in
which humans and nature can live together in harmony.
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At the first World Lake Conference, then-governor Takemura, who advocated
the conference, said “water is the mirror of the human heart.”

People’s way of life and industrial activities in the basin are all reflected in
the water of Lake Biwa. It is no understatement to say that whether or not
we can pass on a healthy and bountiful Lake Biwa to future generations is
dependent on the hearts of those of us who live now.

| became governor of Shiga this July, and it is with this belief that | say to my
fellow citizens, “Let us conserve our lake together!”.

| believe this is true of all lakes around the world. And so, at this opening



ceremony, which marks the thirtieth anniversary of the World Lake
Conference, | would like to say to the citizens of the world, “Let us
conserve our lakes together!”

Shiga prefecture has participated in each World Lake Conference from
the first to this, the fifteenth time. This time, in addition to myself, the
Chairperson of the Shiga Prefectural Assembly, Mr. Akahori, as well as
my government staff, researchers, and representatives of NPOs and
businesses have all come from Shiga Prefecture as a team. | would like
to ask everyone from Shiga to please stand for a moment’s recognition.
This concludes my address. Thank you very much.



