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Collaboration with FREDERIK MEIJER Gardens & Sculpture Park

FREDERIK MEIJER Gardens & Sculpture Park is one of the most beautiful facilities in U.S.,
where people can enjoy nature and sculptures. The park is located in Grand Rapids, which is a
sister city of Omi-Hachiman City.

In the Gardens & Sculpture Park, the “Japanese Garden” is going to open in 2015. The area will
be 8.5 acres and it will be one of the largest Japanese Gardens in the world. A Shiga special
exhibition “Splendor of Shiga” is also being planned in conjunctions with the garden opening. The
Shiga Prefectural Government is supporting this project.

Lt. Governor Atsushi Arakawa visited the Gardens & Sculpture Park on August 25th. President
David Hooker and Vice President Joseph Becherer gave him a grand tour of the garden. Vice
President Becherer visited Shiga in order to look for garden installations and made a courtesy
visit to Governor Kada.



The Boulder Placement Ceremony was held on October 9, 2012 and many interested people
were filled with great expectations. | was very impressed that | was able to listen to a live
performance of “Lake Biwa Rowing Song” there.

The special team has been already set up in Shiga Prefectural Government and has started
discussions to collect and transport various exhibits and so on.

A new outstanding landmark, where people can feel like they are actually in Shiga, is going to
come in Michigan in the near future.
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