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Michigan-Shiga Sister State Board Kicks off the New Year!

The Michigan-Shiga Sister State Board met to discuss a year of exciting of events and activities at its
first meeting of 2013 on Friday, January 11th in Lansing. The board manages the Michigan-Shiga
Sister State Program, including the annual Michigan-Shiga Goodwill Mission.

Dates for the 2013 Michigan-Shiga Goodwill Mission to Shiga was confirmed for October 16th to 25™.
Selected Michigan delegates will travel to Japan to experience the language, culture and beauty of
Shiga Prefecture through homestays and sightseeing. All residents of Michigan are welcome to
participate in this life changing opportunity. As former board president and past goodwill delegate,
Charlie Cook, will tell you, “Staying with a Japanese host family gives you a perspective of Japan that
cannot be afforded to a typical tourist.” We encourage interested individuals to visit the
Michigan-Shiga website for more information.

Among the special guests at the January 11th meeting was Joseph Becherer, vice president and chief
curator of Fredrik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park, who made a wonderful presentation about the
Richard & Helen DeVos Japanese Garden project and an exciting special exhibit that will feature art
from in and around Shiga. Slated for 2015, the tentatively entitled “Splendors of Shiga” exhibit will set
the stage for the grand opening of the Japanese garden in Grand Rapids and will acquaint visitors
with the beauty and art of Shiga prefecture, along with its strong relationship with Michigan.

As the first meeting of the New Year, new appointments for the executive board were discussed and
confirmed. The following executive members were approved as follows:

- President: Christian Wuerth
- President elect: Kate Simon

- Past President: Charlie Cook

- Treasurer: Shirley Cook

- Secretary: Mary Hall-Thiam
- Historian: Althea Phillips

- Liaison: Lillian Kumata

- Webmaster / Shiga Official:  Kentaro Taki

The entire Michigan-Shiga Sister State Board looks forward to another year of providing wonderful
opportunities for cultural exchange and friendship between the people of Michigan and Shiga.
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