
What is Art Brut?
The French term Art Brut literally means “raw (or rough) art.” It was coined in 1945 by 
painter Jean Dubuffet to refer to paintings, or other forms of art, made with 
completely original methods or styles, outside the mainstream of art and academia 
and unaffected by aesthetic norms. Dubuffet considered Art Brut to be art in its 
purest form, and since the genre came to popular awareness, countless works have 
been discovered and collected in Western countries.

Meanwhile, in Shiga Prefecture, Omi Gakuen was founded in 1946 as a residential, 
educational, and treatment facility primarily for children with mental disabilities, and 
its occupants began creating art with clay with the encouragement of advocates such 
as Itoga Kazuo, known as “the founding father of social welfare for persons with 
disabilities in Japan.”

Shiga is home to Shigaraki, one of Japan’s greatest centers of ceramics production, 
and the soil contains an abundance of high-quality clay ideally suited for ceramics. 
These environmental conditions and natural resources have also had a major impact 
on Art Brut in Shiga.

“These children are the light of the world”: Itoga Kazuo’s memorable words mean that 
the actions and perceptions of people with disabilities can be a guiding light, and have 
the power to lead us toward making the world a better place. The artistic practice 
that began at Omi Gakuen, and the ideas behind it, have spread to other welfare 
facilities in the prefecture, with numerous people getting involved over the years and 
many great works of Art Brut produced, recognized and cherished.

In 2010, the exhibition Art Brut Japonais was held in Paris and drew over 120,000 
visitors. Many works by artists from Shiga Prefecture were shown, and as a result, the 
Shiga Prefectural Government began to promote Art Brut as a matter of public policy.

In this era of tumult and uncertainty, what is it about Art Brut that enchants people? 
Surely part of it is the unshakeable faith its creators have in the worlds of their very 
own that exist inside them. Creators of Art Brut are often people with intellectual or 
mental disabilities, or elderly people working in anonymity. Not with a shout but with 
a murmur, they continue to express themselves in utterly original fashion, not 
necessarily intending to show anyone, but nonetheless creating works of powerful 
emotional resonance.

In the pages of this booklet you will find compellingly original works of Art Brut, and 
we hope that in exploring them, you will encounter the joy of creativity that all 
humanity shares as a universal birthright.

？
Basic Information About Shiga Prefecture
Shiga Prefecture is located in the center of Japan and spans 
approximately 4,017㎢. The prefecture is surrounded by mountain 
ranges measuring 1,000 meters in height, and is home to about 
1,410,000 residents. In the center of the prefecture is Lake Biwa, 
which covers approximately 1/6 of the entire prefecture and is also 
Japan’s largest lake.
Shiga enjoys a relatively temperate climate, with each of the 4 
seasons being very pronounced. Coupled with its splendid natural 
surroundings, you can enjoy scenic views all year round.
Additionally, its role as a major transportation hub since ancient 
times has allowed it to play a pivotal role in the development of 
modern Japanese history and culture.
 In the 1960’s, Shiga took the initiative to establish itself in the 
economic forefront and become what is presently Japan’s leading 
industrial prefecture. Shiga Prefecture
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