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Summary

The influence of pinching time on the growth and flower quality of small-flowered
chrysanthemums (hereinafter referred to as “mums”™) was studied with the aim of improving t
labor eﬁ:'icienc;;r for mum cultivation management. The study revealed that mums have two
suitable times for pinching: one week after planting, and three weeks after planting.

1) When mums were pinched at three weeks after planting (hereinafter referred to as
“three-week pinching”), they had flowers of the same or higher quality than those obtained
pinching at one week after planting (hereinafter referred to as “conventional pinching”). T
flower quality of mums pinched at two or four weeks after planting was poorer than that by
three-week or conventional pinching.

2) The side branch growth rate of mums after three-week pinching was lower than that after
conventional pinching. At harvesting time, however, side branch length was almost the same
for both mums. |

3) For almost all mum varieties in type and cropping season, three-week pinching produced the
same or higher flower quality as with one-week pinching, having no influence on flowering
time. |

4) With three-week pinching, the best flower quality was obtained when the plant tip near the
growing point was pinched.



