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$6 Studies on Multipljcation of a Bivalve

ITkecho-gai (Hyriopsis schlegelii Martens),
(Report |) T. Nakanishi

Ikecho-gai, which belongs to the family Unionidae, is an endemic bivalve
to Lake Biwa, and is the most important fresh-water mother-of-pearl. It has
studied on an artificial breeding of its young, a basis for its multplication.

The spawning habit of this mussele is similar to those of other Unionidae,
but its mursupium (breed-chamber) is formed by two outer gills.

In the artificial breeding method, it was either bred sexually matured musseles
in running water tank together with small fishes, or cut open a mursupium
(breed chamber) to shaking out glochidia in the water and made them attach on
fish-bodies.

These two methods proved to be successful. The parastitic period of glochidia
is 11 to 18 days at the temperatures of 20-23 C deg. The breediug of young
shells after the liberation from fish bodies was difficult.

At the same time in the breeding of the larver, the cultivation experimnts of
both youngs and adults were made in a pond. As a result it was proved that
their growth was well from the spring to summer, but not so, from the autum

to winter.
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