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Summary

To reduce the feeding area value of paddy fields as a countermeasure against animal damage to
agricultural crops, the actual status of grazing on paddy rice ratoons by wild mammals was clarified,
and farming practices for reducing ratoon production was established. The results are summarized
as follows:

1) The fresh weight of ratoon areal part was 156 to 1,760 g/ m2 at six locations in Shiga
Prefecture, including two where herbage intake was determined to be about 50 g/m?2.

2) The following farming managements proved effective in suppressing ratoon growth.® Choice
of a late-maturing variety of rice, @ transplantation after June, ® early midseason drainage in May
transplanting, ® plowing (upside-down plowing), ® tillage at a higher-than-usual rotor speed, and ®
plowing after mid-October.

3) Although the amount of green grass produced in paddy fields increased with June
transplantation compared with May transplantation, this was suppressed by plowing after
mid-October.

These findings suggest that the fall-to-winter feeding area value of paddy fields for wild animals
can be reduced by combining a variety of farming practices for suppressing the emergence of ratoons.
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